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AMENDMENTS TO THE CLAIMS 

1. (Currently Amended) A method of manufacturing a disk drive for establishing 
connection between a content delivery server and a personal computer system that includes a 
computing subsystem and a disk drive, the method comprising: 

identifying a network address for the content delivery server; 
providing a server-contacting program; 

storing the network address and the server-contacting program in the disk drive; and 
installing firmware having disk drive executable code to initiate execution of the server- 
contacting program after the disk drive is connected to the computing subsystem in the personal 
computer system, wherein execution of the server-contacting program includes using the network 
address for connecting the personal computer system to the content delivery server. 

2. (Original) The method of Claim 1, additionally comprising delivering the disk 
drive for connection to the computing subsystem in the personal computer system. 

3. (Original) The method of Claim 1, wherein: 
the disk drive includes a protected area; and 

the network address and the server-contacting program are stored in the protected area. 

4. (Original) The method of Claim 1, wherein the firmware automatically initiates 
execution of the server-contacting program when the disk drive is connected to the computing 
subsystem. 

5. (Original) The method of Claim 1, wherein the firmware delays initiating 
execution of the server-contacting program until a predetermined period has lapsed. 

6. (Original) The method of Claim 1 5 wherein the firmware delays initiating 
execution of the server-contacting program until the firmware determines that a selected number 
of monitored events exceeds a threshold. 

7. (Original) The method of Claim 6, wherein the monitored events includes the 
number of boot-ups in the computing subsystem. 

8. (Original) The method of Claim 1, wherein the personal computer system receives 
content data from the content delivery server and subsequently displays the content during a boot 
sequence. 
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9. (Original) The method of Claim 8 5 wherein the content of the displayed content 
data is periodically changed. 

10. (Original) The method of Claim 8, wherein the content data is selected from the 
group comprising: a content display program, a game, an entertainment program, a utility 
program, entertainment data, advertisement data, and music data. 

1 1 . (Currently Amended) A disk drive comprising: 

a network address for identifying a content delivery server; 
a server contacting program; and 

a disk controller circuit having disk drive executable code that, upon the occurrence of a 
selected condition that is determined by the disk controller circuit and after the disk drive is 
connected to a computing subsystem in a personal computer system, initiates execution of the 
server-contacting program, wherein execution of the server-contacting program includes using 
the network address for connecting the personal computer system to the content delivery server. 

12. (Original) The disk drive of Claim 1 1 , wherein: 
the disk drive includes a protected area; and 

the network address and the server-contacting program are stored in the protected area. 
13 (Original) The disk drive of Claim 11, wherein the disk controller circuit delays 
initiating execution of the server-contacting program until a predetermined period has lapsed. 

14. (Original) The disk drive of Claim 11, wherein the disk controller circuit delays 
initiating execution of the server-contacting program until the firmware determines that a 
selected number of monitored events exceeds a threshold. 

15. (Original) The disk drive of Claim 14, wherein the monitored events includes the 
number of boot-ups in the computing subsystem. 

16. (Original) The disk drive of Claim 15, wherein the personal computer system 
receives content data from the content delivery server and subsequently displays the content 
during a boot sequence. 

17. (Original) The disk drive of Claim 16, wherein the content of the displayed 
content data is periodically changed. 
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18. (Original) The disk drive of Claim 16, wherein the content data is selected from 
the group comprising: a content display program, a game, an entertainment program, a utility 
program, entertainment data, advertisement data, and music data. 

19. (Currently Amended) A disk drive comprising: 
a non-protected area; 

a protected area comprising at least one application program and an installation program 
for installing the application program in the non-protected area; and 

firmwar e disk drive executable code for, upon the occurrence of a selected condition 
determined by the firmware, initiating the loading and execution of the installation program 
which thereafter installs the application program in the non-protected area. 
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SUMMARY OF INTERVIEW 

Applicant's attorney wishes to express his appreciation to the Examiner for the courtesy 
of conducting a telephonic interview for this application on January 14, 2004. During this 
interview, the Applicant and the Examiner discussed proposed Claim amendments that if entered 
would overcome the rejection under 35 U.S.C. § 102(e) with respect to U.S. Patent No. 
6,473,855 to Welder. Applicant submits that he has amended the claims in conformance with 
this discussion. 
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